
                 
 
                                                         Jim Loder 
 
One of the most well known names in sports, Jim Loder excelled in both basketball 
and soccer. As a player, a coach, a builder and an official, Jim is one of the most 
respected persons in sports. 
 
His first involvement in basketball was from 1962-1969 where he attended school 
while living with his sister in Schefferville, Quebec.  
 
After returning home to St. Lawrence, Jim started playing in the local senior league 
and started refereeing men’s and ladies leagues in that area. A natural athlete, Jim 
enjoyed officiating games and decided in 1972, as a student at Memorial University 
working on his B.P.E and B.ED to attend a referees clinic being run by Dr. Bill 
Redden. 
 
His first game was a memorable one as he was scheduled to do a high school game 
at PWC and the official he was assigned to work with did not show. Although feeling 
very intimidated working solo, Jim persevered and went on to become an excellent 
official with SJABO. 
 
After graduating from Memorial in 1976, he started coaching and officiating in 
Placentia at Laval and also at Long harbour. He continued his coaching career along 
with refereeing in, Xavier High, S.J.A., Lamaline, O.L.O.L West st Modest, Labrador, 
H.N.O.M., Lawn and finally St. L.C.H., St Lawrence in 1982. 
 
All of those years, Jim officiated numerous, local, Regional and NLBA provincial 
tournaments. After moving to St. John’s in 2003, Jim started refereeing at all levels 
of ball from minor to high school and into the men’s and ladies leagues along with 
the Metro basketball league. 



 
He says this is where he started refereeing with some of the best--Peter Abbott, Fred 
Wakeham and Terry Mackey. Jim also says he thoroughly enjoyed his officiating 
experience in the big city and on the Avalon.He found that SJABO was very 
organized and professional to work with. Having achieved his level 3 NABO rating, 
Jim returned home to St. Lawrence where he continued to referee high school, 
Regionals and Provincial tournaments. He officiated his last game in 2018 before 
retiring. 
 
Jim Loder’s contributions to SJABO and the sport of basketball was exceptional. His 
commitment and dedication to our sport has helped numerous young persons to 
enjoy our game. . 


